
Position Description: Legal Specialist in Maldives 
 

 Basic Function of Position: 

The Legal Specialist (LS) is the deputy to the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ)/OPDAT Resident Legal 
Advisor (RLA), advising RLA on legal, policy and political issues affecting the DOJ-OPDAT program which 
provides case-based mentoring and technical assistance to the government of Maldives on criminal justice 
reform through a program of legislative and institutional reform, as well as skills development training for 
prosecutors, investigators and judges. Incumbent manages and helps plan legislative and institutional reform 
initiatives; reviews, analyzes, and translates current and draft legislation; maintains contacts and meets 
regularly with Maldivian government officials; plans and organizes conferences and training sessions to 
combat transnational crime and develop the rule of law and fight corruption and terrorism. The incumbent 
will be located in Maldives and telework, as appropriate, but manages the budget and administrative activities 
of the DOJ/OPDAT program, including travel arrangements of the RLA, and speakers, presenters, and other 
travelers for DOJ/OPDAT programs in coordination with the U.S. Mission, Colombo. 
 

 Major Duties and Responsibilities: 
 

Manages a program of criminal-justice legislative reform, including reviewing and analyzing draft 
legislation; advising the RLA on existing and draft legislation, legal issues and procedures; coordinating with 
RLA and Maldivian officials and practitioners in planning and implementing legislative programs; writing 
legal memoranda and reports; planning and arranging working group conferences, including arranging 
location, financing and payments; arranging and participating in meetings with Maldivian officials and 
experts, translating and interpreting as necessary, and advising RLA as directed. Establishes and maintains 
communication channels with senior Maldivian officials involved in drafting and implementing legislation, 
and serves as liaison between RLA and such officials. Tracks international and national media coverage of 
relevant developments.  

Manages a training and technical assistance program to help the Maldives government establish effective 
legislative, investigative and prosecution programs and mechanisms to combat terrorism, terrorist financing, 
corruption, financial crimes and money laundering, cyber crimes, transnational crimes, and trafficking in 
persons.  Establishes and maintains communication channels with senior Maldivian criminal-justice officials, 
particularly in the relevant Ministries and State agencies, Maldives Police Service, the Prosecutor General’s 
Office, the Judicial Service Commission, the Anti-Corruption Commission, and Attorney General’s Office, 
as well as officials from public and private financial sectors, non-governmental organization, lawyers, and 
other foreign funding partners. Arranges and participates in meetings with senior criminal-justice and 
government officials, provides translations and interpretation as necessary, and advises RLA as directed.  
Participates in hiring and evaluation of contract services and vendors who assist the RAL with implementing 
programs to improve the capacity of Maldivian prosecutors, courts and police to investigate and prosecute 
criminal cases.  

Manages a rule of law program centered on RLA outreach and legal advocacy, case-based mentoring and 
legal skills training.  Focus of such activity is on prosecutors, judges, lawyers, law students, analysts, and 
police. Collaborates with RLA in designing and developing substantive curricula, preparing training 
materials, tracking and evaluating feedback. Coordinates with RLA on planning and arranging timing and 
location of training sessions/speaking engagements, ascertaining the costs and requirements, reviewing 
training materials, arranging for interpretation and translation of documents, and meeting with visiting 
delegations.  This also includes obtaining speaking engagements at schools, universities and training 
academies for the RLA on a variety of law, ethics, and justice-sector topics.   

Manages and monitors substantial budgets for operations and activities developed for the program as 
approved by the RLA, and functions as liaison with OPDAT HQ and Embassy financial office in managing 
fund cites. Manages and performs such general administrative and other duties as are required, including 
organizing meetings, provision of logistical support for visiting delegations, maintaining correspondence and 
records.  Together with RLA, prepares weekly, quarterly, and all other reports of OPDAT activity at Post.    


